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CHAPTER 12—THE COUNTER-REVOLUTION (1968-1980)

The election of 1968 was a kind of demarcation that reflected some dramatic changes in the country—WBA claims that this year was equal to 1492, 1776, 1861, 1941 “because it was full of dramatic and unexpected events but also because the nation’s cold war consensus seemed to break apart” (649)—it was a landmark in the changing of culture

The Nixon Administration

One of the most controversial presidencies in US history, ending in his forced resignation-


Viet Nam—although Nixon proposed the “Vietnamization” of the war with a gradual withdrawal of US troops, he also authorized the bombing of Laos in May, 1970—Nixon and Kissinger followed a four-part program:
1. Increased “Vietnamization” of the military, providing “advisers” and technology to South Vietnamese soldiers--ARVN grew to more than 1 million soldiers and publicly supported land reform and local village elections—US troops dropped from 543,000 in 1968 to 140,000 in 1971—“changing the color of the corpses”

2. Attacked the anti-war movement in the US—eliminated the draft, taking a major issue out of the movement—appealed to “middle-class passivity”

3. Tried to negotiate with Russia and China

4. Began massive bombing of North Viet Nam

5. Bombed Cambodia secretly in the spring, 1969—to deny military support and supply routes—new Cambodian government came in with a military coup—Nixon ordered a joint US-ARVN invasion of Cambodia in April, 1970, creating a huge backlash at home—student strikes and demonstrations, including

a. Kent State (May 4, 1970) where the Ohio National Guard killed four students

b. Jackson State (May 14, 1970)—police shot into a dormitory and killed two students


June, 1969—Life Magazine publishes an issue with the pictures of 247 dead US soldiers killed in just one week of fighting on the cover


Nixon’s covert activities raised basic constitutional questions about presidential power and whether Congress should approve or at least be informed about the military activities—eventually Congress terminated the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution and threatened to cut off all military funds—by June, 1970, US troops were withdrawn from Cambodia

1972—Nixon visited China to the dismay of right-wing people in the US—also provided leverage that led to SALT (Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty) signed with Soviet Union in May, 1972—Nixon, influenced by Henry Kissinger, claimed “the rigid and bipolar world of the 1940s and 1950s” was giving way to “the fluidity of a new era of multilateral diplomacy,” which coincided with the rise of multinational corporations for whom the world was the economy
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The word “détente” enters the national vocabulary—makes the Russians and Chinese “partners” in stabilizing the world and controlling smaller countries—the old sphere-of-influence theory with different players—significant domestic opposition to accepting “communists” as equal partners, an opposition which—ironically—had been fed by politicians like Nixon who rose to prominence as anti-communists and red-baiters—

Secret diplomacy—while proclaiming that the US would not “presume to tell the people of other nations how to manage their own affairs,” the Nixon administration:

1. Supported a coup in Chile to overthrow elected president Salvador Allende—the CIA had been agitating for the overthrow since 1960s when property was nationalized—led to murder of Allende and the establishment of a brutal dictatorship under General Augosto Pinochet--from the beginning, the government implemented harsh measures against its political opponents-- according to various reports and investigations 1,200–3,200 people were killed, up to 80,000 were interned, and up to 30,000 were tortured by his regime including women and children—the movie Missing dramatizes the “disappearance” of Charles Horman, an American reporter—
2. Supported white minority governments in Africa
3. Provided “secret, massive” arms shipments to support the shah of Iran to get access to the country’s oil—began to create a strong anti-American feeling that erupted in 1979 with the seizure of the US Embassy and the taking of hostages when the shah was overthrown—
4. Supported Israel who was used a 1967 invasion to capture the West Bank, the city of Jerusalem and the Golan Heights—in 1973, when Egypt and Syria attacked Israel, the Nixon administration supported Israel, leading to the oil embargo and a gasoline shortage in the US—the issue was both the rights of Israel to exists and the expansion of Israeli settlements into the West Bank--

1972 Election—Nixon continued to tantalize with proposals for “peace is at hand” troop withdrawals but ended up with massive bombing on North Viet Nam in December, 1972—also followed the “southern strategy” to appeal to the “silent majority”

Decreased school desegregation


Diminished workplace integration


Nominated conservative Supreme Court nominees, although two were rejected by the Senate:
· Clement Haynesworth (January, 1970)—from Greenville, SC for supporting segregation and anti-union legal efforts

· G. Harrold Carswell (April, 1970)—opposed for being a segregationist and an opponent of women’s right—Roman Hruska (R-NE) defended him: "Even if he were mediocre, there are a lot of mediocre judges and people and lawyers. They are entitled to a little representation, aren't they, and a little chance? We can't have all Brandeises, Frankfurters and Cardozos."  Nixon responded: "After the Senate’s action yesterday in rejecting Judge Carswell, I have reluctantly concluded that it is not possible to get confirmation for the judge on the Supreme Court of any man who believes in the strict construction of the constitution as I do, if he happens to come from the South."

Ironically, after appointing Warren Burger as Chief Justice to succeed earl warren, the supreme Court issued some progressive decisions:
1. Alexander v. Holmes (1969)—“the obligation of every school board to terminate dual school systems at once”

2. Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (1997)—in favor of busing to achieve racial balance for schools

3. Griggs v. Duke Power (1971)—a company may not use employment tests that have “disparate standards”

4. Roe v. Wade (1973)—right to privacy under the Constitution


Cut Great society programs, like the Office of Economic Opportunity 
Demonized the “hippies,” new Left and Democratic Party liberals

Though, in comparison, Nixon seems a “liberal” for enactment of important federal programs like ERISA and 
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June, 1969—the Weatherpeople (“You don’t need a weatherman to know which way the wind is blowing”—Bob Dylan in “Subterranean Homesick Blues”) split from SDS—led by William Ayres—participated in the Days of Rage demonstration in Chicago and blew up a statute that commemorated the Haymarket massacre—in December, 1969, Ayres participated in the "War Council" meeting in Flint, Michigan. Two major decisions came out of the "War Council." The first was to immediately begin a violent, armed struggle (e.g., bombings and armed robberies) against the state without attempting to organize or mobilize a broad swath of the public. The second was to create underground collectives in major cities throughout the country. Larry Grathwohl, was a FBI informant in the Weatherman group from the fall of 1969 to the spring of 1970—after years as a fugitive from 1970-80, the charges were dropped against Ayers  and his wife, Bernadine Dohrn—they are still married--Ayres became a professor at the University of Illinois-Chicago, and she is a professor at Northwestern Law school—Ayres was a friend and neighbor of Barack Obama—this friendship became a campaign issue in 2008, showing that the 1960s were still “living” history

August 16-18—Woodstock Festival—outside Bethel, NY, with 32 performers and an estimated 500,000 participants—“print the legend”


October, 1969—2 million demonstrators in the Viet Nam Moratorium


May, 1970—the Kent State Massacre


The Environmental Movement—grew out of the counter-culture and the anti-war movement--
